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Voters overwhelmingly back Meditech effort

By Steve Urbon
surbon@s-tcom

February 10, 2012 12:00 AM

FREETOWN — A home rule petition to take the state's archaeologist out of the picture on the Meditech building proposal passed with just two "nay" votes at a packed special Town Meeting Thursday.

Now it is up to the Legislature to clear the way for the medical software company to build a facility that would create 800 or more jobs.

About 300 voters filled the Freetown Elementary School gym, along with Fall River Mayor Will Flanagan, state Sen. Michael Rodrigues, D-Westport, and several state representatives.

Kenneth Fiola of the Fall River Office of Economic Development gave a thorough Powerpoint presentation about the project and Rodrigues spelled out the details of the home rule petition in layman's terms.

One major change was made to the language of the petition: Historical Commission Chairwoman Mary Rezendes Brown proposed an amendment that would require Meditech to hire a registered professional archaeologist to monitor excavation at all times, keep meticulous records and custody of artifacts, and exercise the power to stop excavation at any time.

Rather than report to Secretary of State William Galvin, a critic of the developer, the archaeologist would report to the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs, who oversees Native American affairs. That's where decisions about remediation would be made.

Not a single person spoke against the petition, while a handful of voters asked questions for clarification and explanation.

Should the petition be approved by the Legislature, its language requires that Meditech begin construction in less than 180 days.

Fiola said it is not certain that Meditech would take the opportunity to build even if the home rule petition passes. To help keep Meditech on board, he said, he and members of the United Interfaith Action Council met this week with Meditech chief Neil Pappalardo and presented him with 600 letters from people across the region supporting Meditech.

