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January 12, 2012
Mr. Neil Pappalardo





Mr. Galvin, Secretary of State

Chairman







Chairman

MEDITECH Corporation





Massachusetts Historical Commission

1 MEDITECH Circle





220 Morrissey Boulevard

Westwood, MA 02090 





Boston, MA 02125-3314

Dear Mr. Pappalardo and Mr. Galvin,
We are a community improvement organization based in Fall River and New Bedford, MA with religious congregations as our members. We have worked for years on issues of public safety, education for adults, youth opportunities, and job training.

Given our history of plant closings, we were encouraged when MEDITECH brought new jobs to our area and more encouraged when MEDITECH announced plans to build a new facility in our area that would bring 800 new jobs.

Our city, region, families, and communities have suffered from decades of plant closings.  The closing of Quaker Fabrics and the AJ Wright Warehouse were just the two largest closing in recent years that led to too many of our members losing their jobs and not being able to find new ones or only ones at much less pay.

When we heard about the recent misunderstanding that arose between the Massachusetts Historical Commission and MEDITECH that led MEDITECH to consider canceling this development and these jobs for our area, we became very worried.

We want to exhort both of you to continue working at resolving the misunderstanding so that MEDITECH can go forward and expand and provide jobs we need in Fall River.

Please be advised that we have initiated a letter signing campaign to support an understanding between your two offices for the well being of our community. We are not soliciting jobs for ourselves or for our families, but for our community, and we invite you both to enter into this spirit of collaboration for the common good. We will be in touch with both of you as our campaign moves along, and we will send you copies of the letters signed to help you realize how much of an impact this issue has on our local community.

Thanks for considering this request and we hope to hear how we can be supportive of your plans.

Sincerely,

______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________


PS:  You can reach  Rev. Don Mier at (508) 672-5381 or Francisco Ramos  at (708) 927-8900
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